In the Claims 
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Please arQ£Qd-£teffrf9 and add claims 1-5^f?asfollows: 





(Amended) An upright vacuum cleaner comprising: 
a handle assembly, at least a portion thereof comprising a dirty air conduit; 
a vacuum bag; > 

a dirty air outlet nozzle mounted to the handle assembly, the nozzle 
communicating with the dirty air conduit and projecting from the dirty air conduit 
for engagement with the vacuum bag; 

an anchor member having a central opening for closely, releasably 
receiving the nozzle, the anchor member being sufficiently deformable to permit 
the central opening to be engaged with or removed from the nozzle; and 

a mounting member releasably connected to the anchor member and 
movable between a loading position in which the vacuum bag is inserted into or 
removed from the mounting member and a working position in which an opening 
in the vacuum bag engages the nozzle, the mounting member restricting 
deformation of the anchor member when connected thereto to restrict the anchor 
member from being removed from the nozzle. 




A vacuum cleaner bag comprising: 



an air-permeable ctag having an opening; and 
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a collar attached to th& bag surrounding the opening, the collar having an 
end edge, a first side edge, a second side edge opposing the first side edge, and 
an orientation surface, 
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Q-y | wherein the first and second skte edges are in a generally vertical 

orientation during use, the end edge isln a generally horizontal orientation during 
use, the first and second side edges are free from the bag, the orientation 



2 



surface comprises an angled surface extending from the first side edge to the 
end edge, and the orientation surface is adapted to orient the opening of the bag. 

16. The vacuum cleaner bag of Claim 15, wherein the orientation surface 
comprises a chamfered corner of the collar. 

17. The vacuum cleaner bag of Claim 15, wherein the collar includes a 
second orientation surface extending from the second side edge to the end edge. 

1 8. The vacuum cleaner bag of Claim 1 5, wherein the collar further includes a 
retainer opening. 

19. The vacuum cleaned baQrfj Claim 15, wherein the collar further includes a 



recess adjacent the end ed< 
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20. The vacuum cleaner bag of Claim 15, wherein the collar further includes 
an elastic seal surrounding the bag opening. 

21. The vacuum cleaner bag of Claim 15, wherein the collar further includes a 
sliding panel that slides between an open position and a closed position over the 
bag opening. 

22. The bag of Claim 21 , wherein the collar further includes a positive stop 
limiting the movement of the sliding panel. 

23. The vacuum cleaner bag of Claim 21 , wherein the collar further includes a 
retainer opening. 

A bag for receipt in a rAounting member having a channel and a first 
orientation surface, the bag comprising: 
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an air-permeable bag having an opening; and 

a collar attached to said bag surrounding said opening, said collar having 
an end edge, a first side edge, a second side edge opposing said first side edge, 
and a second orientation surface, said second orientation surface extending from 
said first side edge to said end edge, said second orientation surface being 
complementary to the first orientation surface of the mounting member, 

wherein said second orientation surface is adapted to orient said opening 
of said bag upon contact with the first orientation surface of the mounting 
member. 

25. The bag of claim 24, wherein said second orientation surface comprises a 
chamfered corner of said collar. 

26. The bag of Claim 24, wherein said collar further includes a retainer 
opening for engagement with the mounting member. 

27. The bag of Claim 24 Vherein said collar further includes a recess 
adjacent said end edge for suVdun^ihg a retainer member of the mounting 
member. \ 

28. The bag of Claim 24, wherein said collar includes a third orientation 
surface extending from said second side edge to said end edge. 

29. The bag of Claim 24, wherein said collar further includes a sliding panel 
that slides between an open position and a closed position over the bag opening. 

30. The bag of Claim 29, wherein said collar further includes a retainer 
opening for engaging the mounting member. 
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31 . The bag of Claim 30, wherein said retainer opening is adapted to engage 
the mounting member such that a force necessary to move said sliding panel is 
less than a second force necessary to disengage the mounting member from 
said retainer opening of said collar. 
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32. The bag of Claim 29, wherein said collar further includes a positive stop 
limiting the movement of said sliding panel. 

33. The bag of Claim 24, wherein said collar has a thickness less than the 
channel of the mounting member channel. 
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A vacuum clearer bag comprising: 



an air-permeable bag having an opening; and 
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a collar surrounding the bag opening, the collar having opposing side 
margins, an end margin, and corner portions between the end margin and the 
side margins, the opposing side margins being in a generally vertical orientation 
during use, and the end margin \>eing in a generally horizontal orientation during 
use, 




wherein at least one of the corner ftortiens is at an anglejvith respect to 
the end margin and the adjacent sid^ margin, and the opposing side margins are 
free from the bag. 




A vacuum cleaner assembly comprising; 
a dirty air outlet; 

a vacuum bag having a substantially rigid collar surrounding a bag 



pening; 



a bag flocking assembly mounted adjacent the dirty air outlet, the 
bag docking assembly comprising: 

anvanchor member having a central opening for closely, 
releasably receiving thetiirty air outlet, the anchor member being sufficiently 
deformable to permit the central opening to be engaged with or removed from the 
dirty air outlet, and \ 

a mounting member releasably connected to the anchor 
member and movable between, a loading position in which the vacuum bag is 
inserted into or removed from tnte mounting member and a working position in 
which an opening in the vacuum rag engages the dirty air outlet, the mounting 
member restricting deformation of the anchor member when connected thereto to 
restrict the anchor member from being removed from the dirty air outlet. 

36. The assembly of claim 35 wherein the loading position is separate from 
the working position by an angle greater then 90 degrees. 

37. The assembly of claim 35 wherein the mounting member is substantially 
planar, the anchor member is substantially planar, and the anchor member is 
constructed to have a shape complementary to the opening in the mounting 
member so that the assembly is substantially planar when in the working 
position. 

38. The assembly of claim 37 further comprising a latch operable to 
releasably retain the assembly in the working position. 

39. The assembly of claim 38 wherein the latch comprises a protrusion 
extending from the edge of the anchor member that engages the opening in the 
mounting member when the assembly is in the working position. 

40. The assembly of claim 35 further comprising a retainer member attached 
to the mounting member for engaging the retainer opening in the vacuum bag. 



41 . The upright vacuum cleaner of claim 9 wherein the vacuum bag further 
comprises a collar having two opposing sides margins, an end margin, and 
corner portions between the end margin and the opposing side margins, and in 
which at least one corner portion is beveled at an angle to the end margin and 
the adjacent side margin. 

42. The assembly of claim 35 wherein the substantially rigid collar further 
comprises opposing side margins, an end margin and corner portions between 
the end margin and the opposing side margins, at least one of the corner 
portions being at an angle with respect to the end margin and the adjacent side. 



